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From the Director...

Dear Friends of LIS,

For many families, June is a month for

graduations, whether it's a graduation from

kindergarten or eighth grade, from high

school or college, from graduate school or

seminary. The same is true for the LIS

family.

Last Sunday, Loyola Institute for Spirituality

celebrated the graduation of thirteen wonderful people from

our core "Ignatian Spiritual Formation Program" (ISFP), one of the

most important programs that we offer. Over the past three years,

these individuals took a variety of different courses related prayer

and spirituality, completed the Spiritual Exercises in Daily Life, and

participated in some practicum projects. See below for the names

of all our graduates, to whom we say: CONGRATULATIONS!

Having finished the ISFP, these individuals can now become "LIS

Associates," meaning that they will help us in sharing the

treasures of Ignatian Spirituality with other people in a variety

of ways, especially by directing others in the Spiritual Exercises of

St. Ignatius. We thank them for their hard work in the past few

years, and we look forward to their continued collaboration in our

spiritual programs and services in the years ahead.

As you may know, LIS also regularly assists several dioceses in

Southern California with the spiritual formation of their permanent

deacons and/or seminarians. So we rejoice with them as they

celebrate the ordinations of new deacons and priests in June,
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especially in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles.

Finally, the California and Oregon Provinces of the Society of Jesus

were also fortunate to have seven Jesuits ordained as priests

last weekend. We thank God for them and for all men and women

who dedicate their lives to ministry in the Church. May God

graciously bless them, make them good servants of God's people,

and help them find great joy in their ministries!

Peace and blessings to you, and enjoy the early days of summer!

Fr. Felix Just, S.J.

Executive Director of LIS

Congratulations to the 2015 ISFP Graduates!

Last weekend, on Sunday, June 14, 2015,

thirteen men and women graduated from

the Ignatian Spiritual Formation Program

(ISFP).

We sincerely congratulate them for their

three years of dedication to study, prayer,

and spiritual ministry.  We are very excited

that they will continue working with LIS to

help others grow in relationship with God.

Our 2015 ISFP Graduates:

Eric V. Batoon

Jocelyn W. Batoon

David Brown

Fe P. Goeke

Robert F. Goeke

Gilbert V. Gonzalez

Cindy Guzman

Theresa S. Inocencio

Virgil G. Lew

Thierry Nguyen

I-Hong Sun

Mike Trujillo

Linda Valerie White

To learn more about the Ignatian Spiritual Formation Program (ISFP)

please visit our website:  www.loyolainstitute.org
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July 31: St. Ignatius Loyola

Please join us in celebrating the feast day

of St. Ignatius of Loyola,

the founder of the Society of Jesus.

Friday, July 31, 2015 
10:30 a.m.  Mass

(in the Sacred Heart Chapel;

followed by lunch)

St. Joseph Center

             480 S. Batavia Street

                     Orange, CA 92868

No charge (but donations will be gratefully accepted).

Please RSVP for lunch by July 22;

call 714-997-9587 ext. 23 or email guzman@loyolainstitute.org 

From Gratitude to Love 
by Fr. David Robinson, S.J., Associate Director

In an ever-present media shower of movies, TV

programming, phone pop-ups, novels, and even

newspaper features, we are inundated with a blizzard

of images and metaphors for that great human

mystery we call love. Yet, when we are encouraged

to 'love' everyone and everything, from our spouses,

children, and friends, to our pets and our iPhone

apps, and even our hamburgers and laundry

detergents, we can become hard-pressed to clarify to ourselves and others just what love really

means. If we say, "I love you" to our dearest companions, and profess our love for a favorite

flavor of ice cream, what are we actually expressing? Are we simply bundling all our pleasurable

emotions and responses into a single multi-faceted experience we name love? If so, how do we

truly give priority to one moment over another, or declare one form of love more important

than another? The pleasure principle is certainly a poor measuring stick for what we mean!

When Jesus exhorted his followers to "Love one another as I have loved you" (John 13:34), he

wasn't setting up a hierarchy of feelings, an emotional calculus that measures how close we are

to perfect love. He was encouraging his friends to find their center for loving as he did--in

gratitude to God. We often unreflectively nod in agreement when we hear that everything is a

blessing from God. For Jesus, everything is a blessing in God. It is because we have been

graced with the capacity to recognize God in all things that we can experience all things in the

love of God which they manifest to us. Gratitude is the seed of openness that frees us to be

grateful in every place and season. If our joy springs from the first blessing of God within and

around us--not a belief, but a way of being alive--then our living becomes an expression of

gratefulness. All that we hold dear, enjoy, or are drawn to, becomes part of that first blessing,
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which is God. Jesus could love freely, because his human affection was a graced fruit of his

intimacy with God.

It is no surprise that the children, the outcasts, and the broken in body and spirit found

themselves completely at home with Jesus. For him, to love them was not an obligation, but a

blessing. There was nothing to measure or negotiate. He was simply thankful for the call of God

which he saw in them, and the promise that the love so simply present in him could bring them

life, hope, and a home in the world. Love was never merely the byproduct of things, or random

sentiment, or personal safety. Love was the freedom to risk all for the Reign of God, which can

only be realized in a harvest of what is given freely. Love only endures when it no longer needs

to receive love in return. Jesus showed us that we can indeed 'give it all away,' because the

giving liberates us from the need to barter our care for others, as if an emotional transaction

could feed our deepest freedom to love as he loved/loves.

As we learn to hold the world, and everyone and everything in it, with a blessing love, we

embrace each moment and detail of experience, without ever seizing them as our private

treasure. We touch the world with wonder, and no longer need to own it. Like Jesus, we can

finally hold life as a blessing, and love as a gift made endlessly richer as we surrender it in God.

Edna St. Vincent Millay, in a poem of innocent exuberance, captures the gratitude that is our

birthright, and the seed of a loving life:

I will be the gladdest thing

Under the sun!

I will touch a hundred flowers

              And not pick one.                

                                (Afternoon on a Hill)

Loyola Institute for Spirituality
480 S. Batavia Street, Orange, CA 92868

714-997-9587

office@loyolainstitute.org

Become a Member of LIS:

LIS Membership is open to anyone  
who wants to support our vital ministries.

Members not only receive certain benefits, but also provide much-needed financial support on

a more stable and regular basis. We have established several categories of LIS Membership,

which are renewable annually, on a calendar-year basis:

Regular Members - those who donate $100 or more within a calendar year

Supporting Members - those who donate $250 or more within a calendar year

Major Donors - those who donate $500 or more within a calendar year:

Manresa Circle - min. $500

Peter Faber Circle - min. $1,000

Francis Xavier Circle - min. $2,500

Ignatius Loyola Circle - min. $5,000

Magis Circle - min. $10,000

Sustaining Members - those who pledge to donate on a monthly or quarterly

basis
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Your total annual donations qualify you as a regular member, supporting

member, or member of one of the Major Donor Circles.

Membership Benefits include: 

Gifts of Appreciation - religious bookmarks, calendars, books, pins, and other items

Invitations to Special Events - annual BBQ, Ignatius Day Mass, Open House

Discounts on LIS Programs - members-only rates on select courses and events

Public Recognition - listing on LIS website and in the "Hearts on Fire" program

Personal Satisfaction - knowing that you are helping LIS ministries to grow

How Your Membership Donation Helps LIS:

Scholarships for deserving people

Retreats for homeless persons

Leadership training for young adults

Expanded programs in Spanish and several Asian languages

Spiritual direction for individuals

New staff to help serve more people

With your help, we will be able to meet growing needs fueled by a deep spiritual hunger that

so many people are experiencing today. Our program fees are kept as low as possible, and

we offer scholarships whenever needed and possible. We are committed to remaining

affordable and accessible for all people, especially in these difficult times.

Become a Member of LIS now for the 2015 calendar year.

Membership brochures and return envelopes were mailed to everyone already on our mailing

list. Please call our office if you do not get yours.

For more information, please see our website (www.loyolainstitute.org)

or call the LIS office at 714-997-9587.
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